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Re: Approval of Request to continue Driling operations on Exploration Licens e u'82243,

nidge Area, Carbon Counry, Utatt 7ro
Dear Mr. Bunnell,

on December 9, z006rBLM received a request from Ark Land company, a subsidiary of Arch coal, Inc''

to continue exploration drilling perthe plan approved september 19,'20d5 on Eldgration Lisense uru-

s2243(issued Septembe r21,2005). Due to thr ut" start'last fall, only one of five drillholes (F-05) was

compteted. No pian modification was proposed'

After consultation with tlre Manti-La Sal National Forest the surface managemelt agelcJ' twgissues

af,os€; the presence of goshawks (identified in the NEPA analysis in 2005) at a ulk galving and fawning'

A goshawk survsy was cond""t o uv r"r*rr 1egn"r"sies, 
Iic. of salt Lake city, utah, on June 8, 2006'

This survey, of tlre four remaining drill sites-(c-0: - l-6s), ttre proposed flight h1es, and other areas in

which activities will be conducted, was conducted in accoioaoce with the Manti-La Sa[ National Forest

goshawk amended plan, No goshawks were p*r"ni*d no nesting sites were identified' ln addttion to

;;;il;;k , Maxi; iectrnolofres observed noelk carving and fawning in these areas'

The BLM approves the continuation of drilling on uru-ilzz43pursuant to the license stipulations and

plan approved as authorized in the original September 19, 2005 decision'

Jflfrrs f ftl,lr;fl
James F' Kohler
Chief, Branch of Solid Minerals

cc: District Ranger, Ferron/Price Ranger District, Manti-t a sal National Forest

Forest Supervisor, Manti.La Sal National Forest

Director of Vtining Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining

Field Office Manager, Price Field Offtce
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